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Animal test requirements for chemicals and drugs are mandated by regulatory
bodies and are not specifically written into UK law. (1)

Regulatory toxicity animal tests are still happening where validated and
accepted alternatives exist. In 2022 12,651 procedures were carried out on
animals for the controversial LD50 and LC50 test. Validated replacements
exist for this test.  (2, 3)

Evidence from decades of animal data indicates that some toxicity test
requirements, such as repeating studies in two different species, or
conducting longer term animal studies (2-3 months or 3 months plus) in many
instances provides no extra value. (4, 5)

Debate Question

‘There is growing evidence that animal use in two species testing and/or longer
term, chronic toxicity studies can be reduced without compromising safety. 

In light of this, what is the Government doing to ensure UK regulatory bodies
keep up to date with replacement and reduction opportunities in preclinical
and chemical safety testing to prevent unnecessary animal tests?’
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Reducing the use of animals for toxicity testing of chemicals and drugs:
key facts
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