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Ahead of the next General Election, we are calling for Members of Parliament to support our
manifesto pledges on the replacement of animals in research and improvements to the current
research system.
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more needs to be done to replace and
reduce the use of animals in research
and testing.

The upcoming General Election is a huge opportunity to show your support and commitment to
creating a future with efficient and economic drug development, and health research with less
reliance on laboratory animals.

The following calls are vital to ensure animals are not used where replacements are available, existing
legal frameworks are strengthened, and that the UK becomes a global leader in utilising the significant
scientific and economic opportunities associated with non-animal innovations.

1. A joined-up approach to UK life sciences strategy

2. Prioritising replacement of animal research as required by law
3. Phase out of avoidable animal tests

4. Increased openness and transparency

5. Improved data collection and statistics

6. Strengthening animal research project licence requirements

OUR CALLS

1.A joined-up approach to UK life sciences strategy

An overarching animal-free life science strategy across all relevant government departments
that will:

e Prioritise the replacement of animals in scientific research.

e« Maintain open streams of conversation.

¢ Allow funders to focus their effort on human-relevant methods.
These conversations are already happening in Government, as called for by Professor David
Main, Chair of the Animals in Science Committee, but they need to be progressed effectively
to ensure the replacement of animals in science is addressed as part of a wider science
strategy.
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2. Prioritising replacement of animal research as required by law

The legal requirement of replacement is not being met. An independent report produced by
the NC3Rs indicated that animal research projects are still licensed and funded where there
are opportunities to replace. This is due to a lack of expert knowledge of alternative
techniques and models by those reviewing the projects. The Government commonly uses the
3Rs as justification for using animals in science, and highlights their ongoing funding of 3Rs
techniques through the NC3Rs. However, the majority of funding towards the 3Rs is directed
to reduction and refinement techniques, showing that reduction and refinement are
prioritised, and replacement is lacking. Prioritisation of replacement must be addressed
through training and tools for researchers applying for animal research licences and reviewers
of licence applications, and by ensuring research funders review applications with
replacement as the priority.

3. Phase out of avoidable animal tests

There is growing evidence supporting the use of non-animal methods that could replace
animal use in research. Yet, it can take years for government policy and regulatory
requirements to be updated. Policy must keep pace with scientific advances. In areas that
have evidence of non-animal methods providing equal or better data than animal tests,
licences for the equivalent animal tests should not be granted. As animal tests are not written
into law, the regulatory bodies that set these requirements, such as the MHRA, could become
world leaders and take long overdue steps to embrace robust, non-animal data by removing
any requirements or guidance suggesting the use of animals, effectively banning these tests.

4. Increased openness and transparency

Section 24 of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 prevents the release of any
information received in confidence under the Act. We are calling for this section to be
repealed, as suggested in a 2014 Government consultation on Section 24, allowing project
licence applications to be scrutinised in more detail and improving the identification and use
of non-animal methods in the future.

Also, high quality Non-Technical Summaries (NTS) (a summary of an animal research project
written in lay language and shared publicly) must be made accessible and searchable for
everyone, in clear, lay language to further facilitate a culture of transparency and openness in
animal research. Currently, NTS’s require improvement to be as effective as possible, and
further direction and support should be provided to researchers when completing them.

5. Improved data collection and statistics

The collection and publication of the animals in science statistics is not fit for purpose.
A recent compliance check conducted by the Office for Statistics Regulation highlighted
several areas of the statistics that require improvement. This is a concern, leading us to
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https://nc3rs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/Rawle%20project%20report.pdf
https://nc3rs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/Rawle%20project%20report.pdf
https://nc3rs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/Rawle%20project%20report.pdf
https://www.humanrelevantscience.org/wp-content/uploads/APPG-report-March-2022.pdf
https://www.humanrelevantscience.org/wp-content/uploads/APPG-report-March-2022.pdf
https://frame.org.uk/the-issue/what-is-section-24-of-the-animals-scientific-procedure-act-1986/
https://frame.org.uk/the-issue/legislation-regulation/
https://osr.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/mark-pont-to-jon-simmons-annual-statistics-of-scientific-procedures-on-living-animals-great-britain/
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propose four main changes that should be implemented:

¢ Annual publication of the number of animals bred and killed before use in regulated
procedures.

e Re-inclusion of establishment type in the annual statistics.

« Implementation of processes to improve data collection at establishment level.

« Publication of data on animals that are rehomed under the Animals (Scientific
Procedures) Act 1986.

6. Strengthening animal research project licence requirements

The current system of applying for an animal research project licence is ineffective and
does not ensure the robust exploration of opportunities to replace animals. The bar for
evidencing replacement searches remains low. Project licence applicants must know how to
search for, or clearly demonstrate how they searched for, non-animal methods.

Searching requirements for replacements and the accompanying evidence provided by
applicants must be more ambitious to prevent unnecessary and unjustified animal use,
through improved training, guidance, and modelling. This will allow non-animal methods to
be more thoroughly explored and utilised.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

We urge you to pledge support for our calls and implement these in your own manifestos. If
you would like to further discuss the use of animals in science and human-relevant methods,
particularly in terms of manifesto planning, please email jessie@frame.org.uk.

WHO IS FRAME?

Originally founded in 1969 by animal-lover Dorothy Hegarty, FRAME was established to work
with researchers and institutions to end animal testing.

Today, we champion Dorothy’s legacy by funding innovative science, sharing cutting-edge non-
animal methods, and educating on human-relevant approaches to research to support our vision
of a world where no animal suffers for science.

Join us as we work to replace animal testing with human-relevant science. Get in touch to find
out how you can help at jessie@frame.org.uk
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