
Under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986, there is a legal requirement to collect data on how, where, and
why living animals are used in scientific procedures in Great Britain. 

These statistics are published annually by the Home Office, with the 2022 statistics having just been published on
13th July 2023.

The publication of this data is important to provide transparency on where scientific funding and taxpayer money is
being spent, particularly considering a large percentage of the public would like to see funding directed away from
animal use.

2.76 million scientific procedures involving living animals were conducted in 2022.
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1.25 million (45%) were for the creation and
breeding of genetically altered (GA) animals.
86% used mice; 13% used fish; 0.5% used rats
No specially protected species (cats, dogs,
horses, non-human primates) were used
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93%
Of respondents to our 2020 survey
think more needs to be done to
replace and reduce the use of
animals in research and testing.

In March 2023, the Office of Statistics Regulation published the results of a compliance check on the annual
statistics of animal use in Great Britain. This highlighted several areas in which the statistics are not fit for purpose
and require improvement. 

This is a concern.

For more information, look out for our follow-up briefing where we will be outlining some of the changes we would
like to see implemented in the statistics and why these are pivotal to creating change now. These improvements can
be easily implemented but will improve reporting, increase transparency and help target the development of new
research approaches, reducing reliance on animal research.

THE 2022 STATISTICS ON PROCEDURES USING ANIMALS IN GREAT BRITAIN

1.51 million (55%) were for experimental purposes
59% used mice; 14% used fish; 12% used rats; 9%
used birds
53% were for basic research; 24% were for applied
research; 21% were for regulatory research
4% of procedures were non-recovery; 3.6% were
severe; 27% were moderate; 46% were mild; 20%
were sub-threshold

At FRAME, we ultimately want to see an end to animal use in scientific research, however, this cannot be achieved
without first accurately knowing this information.

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES GENETICALLY ALTERED ANIMALS

ARE THE STATISTICS GOOD ENOUGH?


