Today, Tuesday 4™ July, the Animals in Science Committee (ASC), an independent Government
advisory committee, published urgent recommendations for the UK government on the strategic
direction of the use of animals in science.

Professor David Main, the Chair of the Animals in Science Committee, wrote to Lord Sharpe of Epsom
(Parliamentary Secretary of State for the Home Office), George Freeman (Minister of State for Science,
Research and Innovation), and Rebecca Pow (Minister for Environment Quality and Resilience), stating
that “the UK is at a significant juncture in the required use of animals in science and the drive to
accelerate the development and uptake of non-animal technologies (NATs) and new approach
methodologies (NAMs)”.

In the letter, the ASC recommends that the Government take steps in three key areas to help
accelerate scientific innovation without animals. Innovation that will reap not only scientific benefit,
but also economic and societal benefits to the UK:

1. Government seizes the immediate opportunity for the UK to take the lead on the
development of NATs and NAMs
The UK needs a strategy to deliver necessary advances through new, validated research
approaches, for the protection of people, animals, and the environment. This is work currently
conducted by the NC3Rs and other industry leaders, however the Department of Science,
Innovation and Technology (DSIT) now needs to take leadership in this area and put the UK at
the forefront of science globally.

2. Fully support reforms of the GB Regulator that have positive impact on the protections to
animals and facilitation of science
In the circumstances where animal use may still be required, we must be assured that the
Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 is being applied fully and robustly, in particular the
justification of animal use and implementation of the 3Rs. Continuous improvement of the
regulator is vital, and should enable the regulator to adapt and keep up with scientific
innovation. Regulatory reform related to the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 will be
supported by the Animals in Science Committee as an independent advisory body.

3. Consider re-locating the animals in science policy function for the Home Office to DSIT
The Home Office does not currently have the levers to deliver a solid commitment to
advancing NAMs. The ASC believes governance would be better delivered within life sciences
strategy work under DSIT, where policy levers are already in place to best deliver and commit
to accelerating the replacement of animals in science. This would also remove the issues
around interdepartmental work, which is vital for the pace of this strategy.

These are strong recommendations that FRAME, and others within the industry, have been advocating
for and calling for the Government to implement for some time. We are very pleased to see these
areas now being highlighted with such urgency. They now need delivering with equivalent resolve.
This afternoon, a debate on ‘Human-Specific Medical Research Techniques’ is being held in
Westminster Hall at 16:30. In light of this correspondence, we encourage you to cite these
recommendations from the Animals in Science Committee in this debate to increase the pressure to
implement them as soon as possible. Now is the opportunity for change.

| have attached the letter from the Animals in Science Committee for reference.

If you have any questions or would like any further information, please get in touch by contacting
Jessie Hellier at jessie@frame.org.uk.
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Many thanks,

Yours Sincerely,
Jessie Hellier



