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9th January 2024 

 

Dear Andrew Griffith 

 

My name is Jessie Hellier, Policy Officer at the charity Fund for the Replacement of Animals in Medical 

Experiments (FRAME). 

 

Firstly, congratulations on your recent appointment as Minister of State for Science, Innovation and 

Technology. This is a hugely exciting and important position in terms of shaping UK science strategy and is 

key to our work supporting the transition away from animal research.  

 

FRAME has been working tirelessly for over 50 years with all stakeholders to help research, develop, and 

promote non-animal research methods that can replace current animal tests and models. FRAME acted as a 

government advisor during the creation of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986, and we received 

the first government grant specifically for the development of non-animal cosmetic tests. Today, FRAME 

funds research into alternatives via our grant schemes, trains and educates researchers, and works closely 

with universities, stakeholders, and policymakers to create change.  

 

There has never been a better opportunity to progress and prioritise human-relevant, scientific innovation. 

Over the past year we have seen significant steps taken in legislation and regulation away from reliance on 

animal tests. Namely, the FDA Modernization Act in the USA at the end of 2022, and an announcement in 

the UK by the Home Secretary to prevent any tests on animals for cosmetic purposes. The transition to 

human-relevant, modern science is happening now, and the UK should be at the forefront of innovation in 

this area. As Professor David Main, chair of the Animals in Science Committee, stated in a recent letter to 

ministers, [1] the UK is at a significant juncture in the use of animals in science and the drive to accelerate 
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the development and uptake of non-animal methods. This also followed evidence in a report produced by 

the NC3Rs [2] showing that the legal requirement to replace animals with alternatives is not being met. 

 

With this in mind, we would like to invite you and your team to visit the FRAME Laboratory at the 

University of Nottingham Medical School to see non-animal science being used in biomedical research. 

 

The FRAME Laboratory was established in 1991 and was the first UK laboratory fully dedicated to non-

animal biomedical research. Since then, FRAME’s donors have funded over £7 million of research at the lab. 

Today we provide funding to the lab to support innovative, human-relevant research projects. Two of the 

lab’s key research areas include: 

➢ Human models of neuroinflammation relevant to Parkinson’s disease and similar conditions.  

➢ Development of human liver models for toxicity, drug discovery, and disease modelling. 

 

We would be delighted to organise a date to show you around the FRAME Lab, explain in more detail about 

the work we carry out, and discuss opportunities for supporting the transition away from animal research 

at government level. Please do let us know if this visit would be of interest to you, and what dates would be 

suitable.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you, 

 

Yours Sincerely,  

Jessie Hellier  
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