
At Replacing Animal Research, we want to see a world where no animal suffers for science. However, this
cannot be achieved without first accurately knowing the extent and purpose of animal use in science.

Below, we highlight the key figures from the 2024 Annual Statistics.
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In the UK, the use of animals in research and testing is regulated by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986
(ASPA). This legislation outlines which animals are protected, what scientific procedures they can be used in, and
what licences are required to conduct experiments, among other aspects.

Under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986, there is a legal requirement to collect data on how, where, and
why living animals are used in scientific procedures in Great Britain. 

These statistics are published annually by the Home Office, with the 2024 data released on 23  Oct 2025. Publication
of the statistics is vital for transparency on how and where animals are used in research, and to understand where
scientific funding and taxpayer money is being spent, particularly considering a large percentage of the public would
like to see funding directed away from animal use.
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2024 STATISTICS OF PROCEDURES USING ANIMALS IN GREAT BRITAIN
2.64 million scientific procedures involving living animals were conducted in 2024.
This is a 2% decrease from 2023.

1.43 million procedures (54%) were for experimental
purposes.

57% used mice; 16% used fish; 10% used rats;
8% used birds.

52% were for basic research; 24% were for
applied research; 22% were for regulatory
research.

1.21 million procedures (46%) were for the creation
and breeding of genetically altered (GA) animals.

87% used mice; 13% used fish; 0.43% used
rats and birds.

88% were for the maintenance of already
established lines; 12% were for the creation
of new lines

As shown by these figures, the majority of animal use is not for regulatory testing, such as medicines
and chemical testing, but for basic and applied research looking at biological functioning and disease,
where animal use is not mandated.

We want to ensure that human-relevant, non-animal methods are used wherever possible, as
mandated by ASPA. This can be achieved through strengthening how ASPA is regulated by the Home
Office, and Governmental commitments to prioritising Replacement. You can find out more about this
in our new Guide for Policymakers.

To discuss the issue in more detail,  please contact jessie@replacinganimalresearch.org.uk.

Of respondents to our 2020 survey think more needs to be done
to replace and reduce the use of animals in research and testing.93%
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